
Rebuilding With God 8: From Wreckage to Restoration
In Oklahoma City there is a symbol of hope and restoration. It's an attraction that tourists drive from 
miles to see and take pictures with it. It's a 90 year-old elm tree. This elm tree is on posters and 
letterhead and logos throughout the city. There are other trees that are taller and greener but Oklahoma 
treasures this elm tree not because of it's appearance but because of it’s endurance.This tree survived 
and endured the Oklahoma City bombing. Back in 1995 Timothy McVeigh detonated a bomb next to the 
Federal Building. This bomb killed 168 people and injured hundreds more. This was a devastating 
terrorist attack. But amongst all the wreck and all the rubble, there was an elm tree. It was an elm tree 
buried under the debris. You would've assumed that this tree would've died, but it began to bud and 
sprout and show life even in the wreckage. This Survivor Tree gave us hope. This tree taught us that 
even in the darkest times, there is still light. Even in the wreckage there still is hope. 

And that’s a beautiful message to hear because I know each one of us has some wreckage in our lives. 
Where is the wreckage in your life? What area of your life seems dark and hopeless? 

Relationship, loved one’s illness, dysfunctional family, watching the news, debt, job, stress.

Could it ever get better? I'm sure that's a question that the Jewish people asked God. There was a dark 
time in their history that we call their exile. They no longer lived in Jerusalem but were conquered by 
surrounding nations. And for the most part, it was their fault. They sinned and turned away from God 
and now they were paying the consequences. Jerusalem their capital city was destroyed. Where they 
once worshipped God was not a pile of rubble. But even during this dark time there was still hope. 
Jeremiah 30:18 “This is what the Lord says:“‘I will restore the fortunes of Jacob’s tents and 
have compassion on his dwellings; the city will be rebuilt on her ruins, and the palace will stand 
in its proper place. 19 From them will come songs of thanksgiving and the sound of rejoicing. 
You know what this verse is? It’s a tree sprouting and budding in the middle of wreckage. It’s a promise 
of life and restoration that God made to his people. And today we are going to see the fulfillment of this 
verse. Throughout the last two months we have been studying the book of Nehemiah. The book began 
with Nehemiah on his knees weeping because the walls of Jerusalem were in wreckage. But God used 
Nehemiah to rebuild the walls of the city and give the people hope again. Now we are going to look at 
their dedication service. Just like how we have ribbon cutting and dedication services for building 
projects today, we are going to look at ancient Israel dedicating this building project to the Lord. 

27 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, the Levites were sought out from where they lived 
and were brought to Jerusalem to celebrate joyfully the dedication with songs of thanksgiving 
and with the music of cymbals, harps and lyres.

Here we see everyone getting ready for the dedication service. Music was going to be a key component 
so they gathered all the instruments. But they also gathered the priests. Not just to lead the worship 
service but also to make the people ceremonially clean before the worship service started. 

30 When the priests and Levites had purified themselves ceremonially, they purified the people, 
the gates and the wall. 

In the Old Testament there was a purification process to make someone clean. This often involved 
fasting, abstaining from sex, and making sacrifices. This taught the people that before you could 
worship God in the temple you needed to be spiritually clean. And even though there isn’t a ceremonial 
purification process today the point is still the same. Cleansing Comes Before Worship

Before anyone could truly worship the Lord first their hearts need to be cleansed. Sure an unbeliever 
could pick up an instrument and play a hymn or spiritual song. But God doesn’t listen to worship of 
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unbelievers. Sure, an unbeliever could read the same lines from our liturgy and state them without 
believing them. But its not worship unless God first cleanses their heart. You and I cannot worship God 
without first knowing that our sins have been washed away. This happens by faith in Jesus and 
knowing that he died on the cross to cleanse us from all sins. And since we know this message we will 
celebrate and rejoice knowing what God has done for us! We see a good example of Nehemiah of their 
dedication and worship for what God has done for us. 

31 I had the leaders of Judah go up on top of the wall. I also assigned two large choirs to give 
thanks. One was to proceed on top of the wall to the right, toward the Dung Gate. 38 The second 
choir proceeded in the opposite direction.

So Nehemiah divided the choir into two groups. One was led by Ezra the Priest and the other group 
was with Nehemiah. If you picture the walls of the city kind of like a big circle, the choirs started at the 
same place but then went in two opposite directions. One choir went left. The other choir went toward 
the right toward the Dung Gate…which is an interesting name for a gate. Potential name for our new 
entry way?

But this is a beautiful scene. Picture the excitement on their faces. These were the people who worked 
on rebuilding this wall. “Hey Judah, check it out! I put those bricks there!” “Hey Meshullam, that mortar 
you laid down is holding together great!” These people were excited that the walls that were just two 
months ago lying in ruins were now reconstructed. There were critics who said that these walls could 
never get rebuilt. But now there are two choirs on top of the walls. Surrounding the city and singing 
God’s praises. 

And that might not sound that impressive to you to hear two choirs. Because just about all of us have 
surround sound at our televisions at home. Or you bought the fancy Beats by Dre headphones and at a 
click of a button, you can listen to any song ever created. But back then before speakers and 
technology, music took more work. So this way the people got to experience surround sound and use 
their talents to serve the Lord. Music is a tool to worship God 

The people gathered together to worship God and music was such a big part of it. And to this day we 
go to great lengths to produce and hear good music. You spend 500 dollars a year for your child to take 
piano lessons or trombone lessons. You buy the best headphones and speakers. You spent top dollar 
to hear your favorite band perform live at US Bank stadium. We go to great lengths to hear good music. 
But ultimately, music exists as a way to serve God. 

So if you are a musician in this room, I encourage you to practice all you can so that you can use your 
talents that God has given you to worship him through music. The time and resources and energy that 
you use to dedicate to music is well spent because this is a way that you worship the Lord. 

And since we know that music is tool to worship God, let’s actually use it as a tool to worship God. Let’s 
actually use it as a tool to worship God. Because if I asked the people in this church, what types of 
music should we sing here at Holy Trinity. All of a sudden, everyone becomes and expert musician and 
has all sorts of ideas and preferences about what songs we should sing in church. And that’s alright if 
you have preferences and want to voice your opinion from time to time. But music cannot be a thing 
that divides our church. Music is a tool to worship the Lord. Just like how we saw the people in 
Nehemiah united and singing praises to their God together.

43 And on that day they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had given them great joy. 
The women and children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing in Jerusalem could be heard far 
away. 
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Can you imagine that? They worshipped God with such enthusiasm that they could be heard from far 
away. They were having a giant worship festival with singing and dancing and rejoicing. You know why 
they were so excited? Because God had given them joy. At one point in their not too distant history, 
things were really bad. They were living in exile. Their city lied in ruins. But God gave them hope in the 
wreckage. The nation of Israel looked like a dead tree in the wreckage. But God brought life to them. 
And now they are celebrating! 

The beginning of the book of Nehemiah the city was in ruins, but now it’s rebuilt. 
The beginning of the book of Nehemiah, Nehemiah was on his knees crying, but now he is rejoicing. 
God took the people from wreckage to restoration. From crying to dancing. From devastation to 
celebration. And he does the same with you. 

So where is the wreckage in your life? Is it your failing marriage? Your mental illness? Your stressful 
job? Your debt? Your emotionally distant family?—So what do you think? Could it ever get better? 

Before I answer that question, I need to tell you something else. The biggest wreckage that you have in 
your life right now is none of those things. Your biggest problems aren't relational or financial or 
medical. Your biggest problem in your life is the wreckage of your heart. Your heart that was violently 
opposed to God’s will. Your sinful heart that creates so many other problems in your life. But we have a 
God who takes you from wreckage to restoration. God has given you a new heart that is perfect an holy 
because of what Jesus has done for you on the cross. And since God took care of the wreckage of sin, 
we know that everything else will be okay because we have a God who works with wreckage and leads 
it to restoration. 

So what about your struggling marriage? What about your ugly financial situation? What about your 
loneliness or your medical condition? I am here today to tell you that they will all get better…but maybe 
not right away. 

In our second lesson we read a section of Scripture from Revelation about a new city with new walls. 
The new Jerusalem, aka “heaven” was laid out as a perfect square. And the passage says that is is 
12,000 stadia in length. And it’s kinda hard for us to know exactly how long 12,000 stadia, the area of 
this new city is gigantic. The walls will be made of gold and covered in precious jewels. Wall that can 
never be destroyed. And we will have a home there and all of your problems that you are facing right 
now will no longer exist. “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ u or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” Revelation 21:4

Whatever wreckage you are experiencing right now will one day come to an end. Whatever pain or 
hardship you are facing, one day it will disappear. Because we have a God who takes wreckage and 
brings it to restoration. We have a God who takes crying and changes it to rejoicing. We have a God 
who takes devastation and changes it to celebration. That’s what the story of Nehemiah is about. A 
broken down wall with some broken down people but God rebuilt the walls and rebuilt his people. 

I’d like to conclude this sermon by telling you about Kintsugi. This is a Japanese method of repairing 
broken ceramics. If you are like most people and drop a jar and it breaks into a bunch of pieces, what 
do you do? You throw it away. But in the Japanese art, Kintsugi, they take a special gold lacquer and 
repair the broken ceramic. And the result is something that is more beautiful than it was before. 

Each one of us here is a broken mess. Utterly helpless and unable to put ourselves back together. And 
we can’t serve God because we are so broken, so broken that we should just be swept up and thrown 
away. But that is not what God does with us. Through Jesus we are repaired. Our brokenness is now 
just a sign of God’s beautiful grace in our lives, the gold that holds us together. Because of what Jesus 
has done for us, we are not just broken people but we are messengers of his grace. The cracks that 
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once showed our unworthiness now display the grace of God. We have a God who takes wreckage and 
brings about restoration. That was true for Nehemiah and that’s true for you and me. Amen. 
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